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SUMMER NEWSLETTER
WORD TREE

Introducing Sancta Maria’s ‘Word
Tree’ by Mayo artist Cathal McCarthy.
The sculpture is part of an installation
which also comprises a set of back-lit
photographs taken by TY students,
situated in the reception area of the
school.
The artwork was chosen from a large
number of applicants in late 2018 as
part of the government’s Percent For
Art scheme.
The stainless steel sculpture contains
a poem created by TY students,
entitled ‘Sancta Maria’. The poem
(right) was written as part of a
workshop with facilitator Jean
Tuomey. ‘Word Tree’ is very much a
collaborative effort between artist and
students and a celebration of the
essence of our school community.

Sancta Maria
Bells echo
Down halls of Sancta Maria
minds race
clock strikes

bags a heavy load
sea of uniforms
all welcome
pupils teachers
smiles greet
full of joy
cherished community
opportunities friendships blossom
buttercups glow
breeze blows
Croagh Patrick watches
papers flutter
grades don’t define us

- TY students

SANCTA MARIA RECIEVES PIETA HOUSE AMBER FLAG AWARD
We are delighted to announce that Sancta Maria College have been awarded the Amber
Flag from Pieta House for promoting positive mental health in the school.
Students on the committee attended numerous meetings throughout the year, firstly to send
in the application, then to set goals towards achieving the Amber Flag as outlined by Pieta
House. As it was Sancta Maria’s first year applying for this initiative, the students set small
achievable goals (an aim of three main goals as per Pieta House guidelines). They firstly
went about setting up a Wellbeing Wall in the school visible to both students and teachers - this included
positive/motivational quotes, a quote of the week, a list of numbers which people could ring if they were struggling
and needed some help, etc.

Secondly, we decided to acknowledge Blue Monday (seen as the most depressing Monday of the year - Monday
20th January 2020) with some colourful balloons and positive quotes around
the school and a bake sale, with all cakes, buns, etc €1 to €2 each, raising
Contact us
€180 for MindSpace Mayo, an Organisation based in Castlebar working hard to
promote positive mental health in young people, aged 15 to 25.
Unfortunately, our 3rd goal could not be completed this year, due to the
exceptional circumstances we find ourselves in today, which was to raise
money for Pieta House by taking part in the Darkness into Light fundraiser.
However, after close consultation between Sancta Maria and the supportive
staff members on the Amber Flag team in Pieta House, they were happy with
the work completed so far by Sancta Maria College in promoting positive
mental health in the school and happy to award the Amber Flag for 2019-2020,
on the condition that Sancta Maria College can achieve their 3rd and final goal
in the next school year - which will be no problem at all for the group of
amazing students on the committee!
The Amber flag team was: Danielle Cox (A3), Isabella Russell (A3), Ericka
Moore (A3), Darsean Frewan (B1), Claire Conway (B1), Andrea Reilly Doherty
(B1), Grace Clarke (B1), Katie Harmon (B1), Ciara Boylan (B1), Lily-Mae Berry
(B1), Eleanor O Toole (B3).with guidance from Ms. Reilly and Ms. Needham. A
big thanks to all !

098 66342
Email info@sanctamaria.ie
Web sanctamaria.ie

Download our new school
App

Message from the Principal
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),
I hope you enjoy reading through this Newsletter which aims to give an overview of the
many and varied activities carried out in Sancta Maria College since Christmas. It has
certainly been a different experience for all of us and I hope that we have all learned something positive
about ourselves since March.
Students should be half way through sitting the state exams at this stage but it was not to be. I wish the
Leaving Certs well as they embark on the next chapter in their lives. We enjoyed the virtual graduation
ceremony and hope you all did too.
Education is key to making significant changes in the world today and we aim to provide the opportunity
to students to achieve a broad and balanced curriculum. It has certainly been delivered in a very different
way this year but we did our best. The willingness of everyone to support each other was heart-warming.
I am so proud of our staff and students who rose to the challenge. It was by no means easy or familiar to
anyone and I am sure you the parents and guardians are relieved that the pressure of ensuring
assignments were done and sent in is finally at an end at this stage. I will be sending all details of how
schools are advised to return and what that will mean for us when the Department issues the
recommendations.
On behalf of the Board of Management and staff I wish to acknowledge the work of the Parents
Association and the Student Council in their supportive roles.
Finally I hope the sun shines for all of us this summer and we benefit from spending time with family and
friends and return refreshed and revived and healthy in August.
Keep in touch with us using our Facebook page and email info@sanctamaria.ie and on our website
www.sanctamaria.ie
Thanks to Marina for compiling this and to all who contributed to it.
Kind regards

Pauline

(Pauline Moran, Principal)

SMC Student Council 2019-20
Student Council Representatives 2019-2020
A1 – Rhys Tarmey/Nell McLaughlin
A2 – Patricia Power/ Rory Lyons
A3 – Caleb Foley
A4 – Erin Fadden / Fionn O’Driscoll
B1 – Darsean Frewan / Ciara Boylan
B2 – Ella O’Reilly/Sam Shepherd
B3 – Eleanor O’Toole / Katelyn O’Malley
C1 – Grainne O’Toole / Danny Farrell
C2 – Jason Monaghan
C3 – Ciara May Ball / Rachel O’Malley
TY1 – Ruth Gibbons
TY2 – Thomas Conlon / Tadhg McGuire
E1 – Jose Ramira da Silva / Caroline Mannion
E2 – Nicole Karl / Odhran McCarney
F1 – Conor Dowd
F2 – Conor Clarke / Emmet McNamee
L2LP – Myles O’Malley

SMC
GLOBAL PASSPORT AWARD FOR SMC
Sancta Maria College has received the
Worldwise Global Schools Global Passport
award.
The school has engaged in many Global Citizenship
Education themes with a big emphasis on sustainability. The
Sustainable Development Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and
Communities and Goal 13: Climate Action has been the focus
of the school. However, we integrated many more goals.
Sancta Maria College is a new school building where we aim
to reduce our use of paper, change to more environmentally
cleaning products, use water fountains and water bottles and
monitor our energy use.
'Respect' is part of our Mission Statement and everyday we
thrive this by having respect for all around, both people and
environment. Global Citizenship Education helps us to be better global citizens as we care for a world and look
at the long term. The work is done cross-curricular in all year groups where possible in subjects such as
Geography, History, Business and CSPE and extra-curricular through Concern Debates, Climate Strikes,
Workshops, Beach clean-ups and guest speakers such as John O'Shea. Through the fulfilment of different
categories: Curricular, Extra -Curricular, Teacher capacity, Student capacity, School leadership and community
engagement. The school was awarded on 26th March 2020

THE GAISCE AWARDS
In Sancta Maria we have a tradition of strong
participation in the Gaisce awards. Gaisce or ‘great
achievement’ is a self-development programme for young
people between the ages of 15-25. It is driven by the core
values of inclusion and equality, respect and excellence.
Gaisce encourages young people to find their passion,
get active and make a difference in their community. There are three levels of Gaisce – Bronze, Silver
and Gold.
SILVER
Two students still working towards their Silver Award are: Ethan Llyod and Callum Conlon
BRONZE
Twenty one students receiving their Bronze Awards are:
Thomas Conlon, Adam Diamond Keane, James Duffy, Keelan Foy, Aoife Gibbons, Adam Gillespie, Kate
Grady, Leon Hague, Nora Holmes, Sarah Kerins, Tadhg Maguire, Luke Maxwell, Bronagh McDonnell, JJ
McNicholas, Muireann Ní Shúilleabhaín, Eliza O'Reilly, Elizabeth O'Toole, Cormac O'Farrell, Isaac
O'Grady, Mary Power, Aisling Smyth.

LOUISBURGH COMMUNITY TV
A special well done to past pupil Des Grealis for his creativity and initiative in
introducing Louisburgh Community TV to help the locality cope with the Covid 19 crisis.

The channel, hosted through Facebook and Youtube, has featured many of our own
school community, both staff and students, past and present. We at SMC were
delighted to see so many familiar faces connecting from all over the world,
A big THANK YOU to Des for his dedication to the arts and to his home community and
for providing us all with so much quality entertainment during recent months.

SMC Then and Now
Pics by Frank Dolan

SMC
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Sancta Maria College had the privilege of welcoming another
fantastic group of international students from all across Europe.
The students attended the school for the academic year of 20192020. The students came from Italy, Spain, Finland and
Germany. They integrated into our school life and showed great
interest. As their personal development teacher, I organised and
accompanied them on different excursions and cultural activities
on Monday afternoons. We
visited local attractions such
as Westport House, Print and
Art exhibitions on the Quays,
Ashford Castle and Cong.
The group also enjoyed
baking soda bread and
watching famous Irish films
and being part of the school
musical. The group were
exemplary in their behaviour
and a pleasure to work with.
Ms Corcoran.

PLC PHOTOGRAPHY
with Ms Corcoran
The Fetac Level 5 Photography
PLC class achieved incredible
standards of photography. The
group showed a huge interest
and worked very hard for the
duration of the course. The class organised and compiled their
photographs of the local area to create a 2020 calendar in aid of
the Mayo Roscommon Hospice. The calendar was a great
success and there are hopes of a class
exhibition later this year. All going to
plan Fetac Level 6 photography will be
on offer to Adult Ed. PLC students this
September in Sancta Maria College.
Well done to all students who took part
and enjoyed the photography classes
right:: Freda Kay - photo editing

Left: International students baking
soda bread

Above: Freda Kay - close up.

DOGS TRUST VISIT

Students from our L2LP
and Fetac class attended a
workshop with Aoife from
Dogs Trust. This workshop
was on safety around dogs
and being a responsible
dog owner.

SMC TY ACTIVITIES
Transition Years in SMC have a busy and varied programme of activities and
courses. Here are some of the 2019-20 TY learning experiences.

TY students
learning how to
dust for
fingerprints in
their Forensic

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE—PROTECTING
OUR BEES
Henry Horkan visited SMC in March to
explain about the bee crisis and how we can
help.
Plans are to build hives and have them near
the school pond so we can help with
biodiversity

THEATRE STUDIES
A group of TY and 3rd Year students
enjoyed the 'Women in Theatre'
workshop run by the Lir Academy
and the Abbey Theatre in the Linenhall in Castlebar . They focussed
on aspects of stage management,
lighting and sound and were given
hands–on experience in the technical side of theatre. The workshop
aimed to encourage girls to consider
these promising aspects of theatre
as a career choice.

FORENSIC SCIENCE
SMC students completed a module on forensic science, presented
by Ms Judi O’Malley.
The course covered the following topics:
Fingerprints:students learned how fingerprints are used to identify
someone by different patterns. They also learned how to take
their prints and also how to dust and lift prints.
Hair analysis: Students studied different types of hair under the
microscope to determine if it was human or canine, what colour,
whether it was natural or dyed hair.
Blood Spatter: Students looked at how blood is left at a crime
scene and the patterns it leaves depending on how it got there.
Fibre analysis: looking under a microscope at different fibres and
being able to classify them.
Analysis of a Mock Crime Scene: Students were placed in groups
of 4/5 and had to process a crime scene
Deductive reasoning techniques: Used to strengthen their
detective skills !
Research project: Each student had to research a case where a
person had been convicted of a crime and eventually exonerated.
Research project 2: To create a career profile for either a forensic
scientist or a SOCO (Scene Of Crime Officer)

SMC TY Activities
Sancta Maria College Success with Junk Kouture
Sancta Maria College Louisburgh’s Junk Kouture 2020 entry has
reached the National final. The design, ‘Little Miss Gogglecock’,
modelled by TY student Aisling Smyth, was one of 15 entries to get through from the
regional finals held recently in the TF Royal. The design was made entirely from
discarded shuttlecocks and broken swim goggles, harvested with the help of
Speedo and Louisburgh Badminton Club.
Aisling and her teammates, Ellen Courtney and Chloe Duffy, based their
silhouette on Victorian fashion with a corset and domed skirt, which was given a
modern twist by making it knee-length. With the intention of mirroring a Victorian
garden full of vivid flowers, the team manipulated the goggles into floral shapes.
They then dyed the shuttlecocks in vibrant colours, attaching them to the
creation. The students were aided by Art Teacher Mr Tom O’Flynn.
Junk Kouture is open to all pupils who are enrolled in post – primary education
in the Republic of Ireland. Junk Kouture encourages students to create striking
works of couture in 100% recycled materials. The finals were due to be held in the 3 Arena in May but due to the
Covid-19 oubreak has been postponed until next October .

TY Photography
TY students took some fabulous photos as
part of their photography class with Ms
Corcoran. The module spanned a 10 week
period and the course content included
learning photographic techniques, a visit from
a local portrait photographer, setting up a
photo shoot, field trips to local beaches and
landmarks and a portrait exhibition.
Students submitted some very nice photos
using their own cameras, phones and even
drones.
Above: Kanvar and Donal:
Composition and Photo Editing
Right: Kate Grady “close up
study at beach”

MIND OUT— YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH
PROGRAMME

TYS ENJOYING
THEIR TEAMBUILDING VISIT TO
DELPHI ADVENTURE
CENTRE

This year the Mind Out programme
was again facilitated with TY
students by Westport Family and
Community Resource Centre. The
programme works with students
on raising awareness around their
own mental health, and has a
particular focus on managing
emotions and stress, communicating and receiving support
from others, and solving problems and making decisions.

SMC Musical 2020

SMC Musical 2020
Pics Michael McLaughlin

Spamalot – The Bright Side of Life!
What a wonderful experience we had in Spamalot! From our first auditions, through our many rehearsals to
our final performance, the production was packed with laughter and joy.
As it was an Irish premier, the show was not familiar to many people so we were free to cast the show without the weight of expectations and unbound by the usual restrictions. It meant that anyone could audition,
regardless of appearance or gender. And what wonderful talent was unearthed! Monty Python’s humour is
quirky and absurdist, and in the hands of this cast it was brought to zany life. From chorus to principals,
from backstage to spotlight, every student was focussed on communicating the hilarity and madness of the
show to the audience. And they loved it! Gag after gag was met with uproarious laughter as those present
were swept on a musical quest for the holy grail.
A great big thank you to everyone who helped out with this show – to Mrs Moran for her help and support,
to all of the teachers who so generously offered help in any way they could, to all the principals who rehearsed through their weekends, all the members of the chorus who sang and danced with all their might,
and every wonderful TY student who worked day and night to bring this show to life.
In the words of King Arthur, “What an eccentric performance”!
Ms. Rice

SMC Active
SMC RUGBY

Pictures from our semi final in Athlone against Colaiste Chiarain.
The junior team got through to a historic first ever junior rugby cup final,
which was to be held in the sports grounds but Covid-19 got the better of us.
Mr Griffith

SMC GIRLS GAELIC FOOTBALL

There are three girls teams in SMC: U14's, U16's and Seniors.
All competed well in their various competitions during the
school year of 2019-20 and we are look forward to next year
already.
We also have a number of girls playing with Mayo at various
levels.
We had four senior girls play with the Connacht Post Primary
Team earlier in the year. They were very unlucky and just got
beaten in the final of the competition held in Mullingar. The
four involved were Leaving Certs Briana Bruton, Saoirse Lally
and Ciara and Tara Needham. Thanks to you all for your dedication to football over the years! - Ms McGing.

SMC CROSS COUNTRY RUNNING

Sancta Maria has a great tradition in Cross
Country running and this year's teams did not
disappoint! Inspired by past pupil Sorcha
McAllister’s fantastic performance while
competing for Ireland U23's in the European
Cross Country Championships, the four teams
represented the school with great pride and
passion. The school competed in the Minor
Boys, Minor Girls,
Junior Boys and
Junior Girls
categories in the
North Connacht Championships in Calry, Sligo and were made up of pupils from first and
second year. Notable performances on the day were Clare Conway who finished 10th in the
Junior Girls race, Art Swanton who was 18th in the Junior Boys and our Junior Boys Team who
finished 4th overall. A great day was had by all and every student that competed finished the
tough race over mucky ground and up steep
hills which was an achievement in itself! Well
done all!
Unfortunately the track and field
championships did not take place this year,
but there was great potential displayed for
next year! Running Club will continue upon
our return to school next year and is open to
all students of all abilities and goals! Until
then, keep on running -Mr Byrne

SMC
CYCLONE REP– SHAKESPEARE FOR SCHOOLS
The third and fifth years were fortunate to see live productions of their studied Shakespearean plays for their English
courses before “time was out of joint” for the remainder of the school year. We were lucky that the Cyclone Rep Theatre
came to Westport Town Hall to give their highly acclaimed and student-centred productions of both Romeo and Juliet
and King Lear.
Founded in 2010, Cyclone Rep pride themselves on being Ireland’s largest producer of Shakespearean theatre for both
Senior and Junior Cycles, developing a strong reputation for its highly physical and interactive productions of the bard’s
work. All Junior Certs attended the Romeo and Juliet rendition on Wednesday February 26th and enjoyed a morning of
seeing their studied play come to life. The production was peppered with explanations to aid viewers enjoyment and
draw attention to key scenes and points to remember and reflect on. Our own Milo Holmes from C3 got to perform
onstage alongside the other actors , which was a highlight of the morning - he was a true natural ! Well done Milo!
The following day, the fifth years also ventured into Westport to rediscover their single text play for their Leaving
Certificate. This allows them to recap what they studied in-depth
before Christmas, keeping it fresh in their minds and
consolidating their learning from other points of view.
The troupe of Cyclone Rep allow time at the end of their shows for
the audience to ask questions and reflect on what they have
seen. This provided an opportunity to think about why certain
things happened in the plays the way they did and how this
affected the characters, the plot and the outcomes.
It was invigorating to see a production which was interactive and
flexible and also extremely controlled and aware of time
constraints and their audiences’ needs.
For further information on the company, details can be found on their website cyclonerep.com - Ms Kennelly

1st YEAR WOODWORK PROJECT - Mr Murphy— DESIGN A TROPHY

SMC Online Work
Our teachers and students have been busy since March with projects and practical work.
Here are a few examples.

2nd year
graphics
Mr Berkeley

1st year graphics
Mr Berkeley

1st year woodwork
Mr Murphy

SMC Online Work
Some of the contributions to Ms Rice’s 1st year History assignment. Students were asked to create a 3D version of a piece of Renaissance art.

ART
Examples of
artwork from
Mr O’Flynn’s
class.

SMC Wellbeing
MS READATHON
A1 and A4 English class who took part in
the MS Readathon and raised a staggering
€1,170.
Students enjoyed reading for pleasure
while raising money for MS Ireland. After
raising the money we invited Ger Butler, a
Louisburgh lady, who has been living with
MS for a number of years. She delivered a
wonderful presentation which was powerful
and engaging allowing for lots of questions
from the inquisitive bunch!
The students presented her with flowers
and a thank you card in gratitude for her
time and insight into MS. Ger explained
how the money they raised could be spent
to make a difference in the
lives of MS sufferers

CARING FOR ANIMALS
Students from our L2LP short course Caring
for Animals decided to make SMC school
mascot Boston a school jumper for when he
comes in to help in the class. Boston is owned
by Ms Judi O’Malley and helps L2LP students
to learn about pet care and animal welfare.

Caring for
Animals

SANCTA MARIA COLLEGE SCHOOL
ORCHESTRA

Our school Fusion Orchestra busy rehearsing.
They had their premier performance at our school opening in November
and were working towards another performance before the school closure
in March.
SMC would like to say a big thank you to Pauline Graham and Michael
Quinn of Louisburgh School of Music for their wonderful work with this
project.

SMC— Points System

SMC 2020
SANCTA MARIA’S PPE INITIATIVE
SINCE Sancta Maria teachers Liam Murphy and Bob Reaney started their production
of visors for healthcare and frontline workers in early April, they have been
inundated with requests for more. The materials technology teachers came up with
the idea as a response to a general plea for PPE. Sancta Maria had the equipment –
a laser cutter and 3D printer - lying idle as students were at home, so with the help
and encouragement of principal Pauline Moran, they decided to make a contribution
by producing face visors.
Materials were sourced with the help of Berry’s of Westport and online suppliers.
Production got underway and the resulting visors soon were in huge demand, due to
their superior quality.
In total SMC have donated 2,500 visor units, which have been distributed to many
locations throughout the county by Mayo Civil Defence. Recipients of the visors
include Mayo University Hospital, The Sacred Heart Hospital, Louisburgh Order of
Malta, Cuan Chaitriaona Nursing Home, Louisburgh Primary Care Centre,
Claremorris Primary Care Centre, Claremorris Garda Station, Malvern Medical
Centre, Westport Garda Station, McBride Home Westport, Mayo Physiotherapists,
Moy Ridge Nursing Home, Hollymount Nursing Home, Cheshire Nursing Home,
Castlebar Garda Station, Ballinamore Nursing Home Kiltimagh, Queen of Peace
Nursing Home Knock and many local pharmacies.
Thanks to local agencies – Mayo County Library, Davitt College and Mayo Enterprise
Board, who loaned 3D printers which sped up production. Thanks also to former SMC student Tom Morrison of Crest Solutions, Cork
also came on board to help with production of frames. Thanks to Gill Berry who put us in touch with suppliers in Limerick Institute of
Technology. A huge thank you to the many generous donors who contributed to our GoFundMe page which helped us to raise over
€13,000 to fund this vital equipment.

SMC Adult Education
We are providers of PLC Courses / Adult Education. This is a valuable resource in our community and we would
love to see more people engaging with us and benefiting from this service.

Courses on offer:







Office Administration (including Payroll) Level 5 or 6
Early Childhood Care and Education Level 5 and 6 (incl. Special Needs
Assisting)
Healthcare support / Nursing Studies Level 5
Courses are offered subject to minimum number of applicants
Modules may be completed over 1 year full time or 2 years part-time.
Courses may be used as stepping stones for entry to third level courses in related disciplines or
progression through the National Framework of Qualifications

Our Healthcare Support / Nursing Studies course offers a comprehensive preparation for a career as a Health
Care Assistant or a stepping stone towards a career as a Nurse. We aim to equip the learner with the
academic knowledge and practical skills essential for working in the healthcare sector. Graduates from our
programs will be qualified to work in hospitals, nursing homes, and community based practices or as home
helpers. They may also choose to pursue further 3rd level studies in related disciplines.

All courses are awarded by QQI
Adults are invited to participate on any of the courses and may choose all or a few of the modules on offer.
Some learners participate in just 1 or 2, perhaps to gain or update computer skills.
Our adult students also enjoy ‘getting out of the house’ and the social
side of adult education.
They enjoy being a part of our school community.
We welcome all ages.
Contact Sancta Maria College 098 66342 for further details

