
Welcome...  
to our second newsletter for parents/
guardians 2019/2020. 
 
This newsletter will be issued monthly with 
all the upcoming events and happenings at 
Sancta Maria College. 
 

Should you have any questions or areas you 
would like us to cover in this newsletter 
please just contact info@sanctamaria.ie 
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Dates for your Diary 

Sancta Maria College  
October News 

Mid Term Break Monday 28th October to Friday 1st 

November 2019  inclusive 

Nov 7th  Leaving Cert parent Teacher meeting 4.15 

Nov 15th  Centenary and Official opening 

November 27th  Junior Cert parent teacher meeting  4.15 

December 3rd  New first year enrolment evening 7pm  

December 9th  Study Skills  7pm 

December 12th  Junior Cycle training for all staff  - school 

closed 

Sancta Maria College  

is celebrating its  

Centenary and Official Opening  
of  the new school building  

We wish to extend an invitation to all members of  our   

school community - past and present - to visit the school  

on Friday, 15th November  

from: 12:30pm - 2:30pm and 4:00pm -7:00pm  
 

Light refreshments will be served. We look forward to welcoming you to the 

school on this momentous occasion. 
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AIMS of the RSE programme at post primary level 

 to help young people understand and develop friendships and 

relationships  

 to promote an understanding of sexuality  

 to promote a positive attitude to one’s own sexuality and in 

one’s relationship with others  

 to promote knowledge of and respect for reproduction  

 to enable young people to develop attitudes and values towards 

their sexuality in a moral, spiritual and social framework.  

It is recognised that parents are the primary providers of  Relationships and Sexuality Education 

(RSE) to their children. The function of  the school is to play a supportive role in this area.  

Journeying through adolescence can be a challenging time for both parent and child. Together 

with parents, the school has a crucial role to play in easing the tensions and anxieties that can 

accompany this stage in a young person’s development.  

Relationships and Sexuality are key elements of  healthy social and personal development in all our 
lives, but particularly in the life of  an adolescent.  

Adolescence is marked by the onset of  physical sexual maturity. This stage of  development is also 
marked by the establishment of  first significant boyfriend/girlfriend relationships, by the first 
experience of  sexual attraction and by the experience of  falling in, and out, of  love. There is 
greater freedom and responsibility and exposure to a bewildering variety of  messages about 
sexuality, issues of  sexual orientation and the place of  sexuality in personal and social life. Sexual 
development calls for the critical evaluation of  the wide range of  information, opinions, attitudes 
and values with which adolescents are bombarded.  

Building on the work done in primary school, RSE at post-primary level seeks to provide 
opportunities for young people to learn about relationships and sexuality in ways that will enable 
them to think and act in a moral, caring and responsible way.  

At Sancta Maria, RSE is offered as part of  the SPHE programme in First year to Transition year.  

At senior level RSE is offered as art of  the Physical Education programme and RE programme. 
Some of  the course objectives are supported by the broader curriculum and the whole school 
climate. (workshops, visiting speakers etc).  The programme is delivered according  to the  NCCA 
Guidelines for RSE which state “that Social Personal and Health Education is “spiral, and 
developmental in nature and age appropriate in content and methodology”.  

 
Relevant sections of  our RSE policy will be included in the school’s ‘Information for Parent’s 
booklet’ distributed at the beginning of  Junior Cycle. In Transition Year and Senior Cycle, parents 
are notified of  the contents and timing of  the programme by letter or text. This policy has been 
designed in consultation with Parent’s Association representatives and the Student Council. A 
copy of  this policy will be made available to any parent on request to the School Office. 
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Promoting Positive Attendance 

Consistent school attendance is key to developing a love for learning in your child.  When children are in 

school they have a real sense of belonging.  This helps them to learn and succeed. 

TUSLA highlights the research on the importance of school attendance in their Statement of Strategy for 

School Attendance Guidelines as follows: 

 Research has  pointed to the benefits of good school attendance and the impact on students when 

school attendance is poor, and the positive impact of high levels of attendance on teaching and 

learning (McCoy et al, 2014) 

 the established links between good attendance, student engagement and staying at school to 

complete the Senior Cycle (Smyth, 1999; McCoy et al, 2007; Byrne and Smyth, 2010) 

 the well-established impact of poor attendance on a student’s educational outcomes (McCoy et al, 

2007) 

 the research evidence that even when they stay at school to Leaving Certificate stage, those students 

with poor attendance do less well in the exam and are less likely to go on to further study (McCoy 

et al, 2007) 

 the impact of poor attendance on wider aspects of a student’s life, such as weak peer relationships, 

risks of engagement in anti-social activity and poor family relationships (Hibbett and Fogelman, 

1990; Carroll, 2011) 

 the pressures for students and their teachers when students miss out on classes and key parts of the 

curriculum (Lupton, 2004; Wilson et al, 2008) 

Parents have a particular role in setting high standards for their child around attendance and punctuality, 

and in engaging with the school if there is a problem about their child’s attendance.  

It will be helpful to: 

 highlight how missed classes can have a negative effect on the student’s achievement and thus cause 

stress for the student 

 draw attention to the impact on the whole class and the teacher, if the teacher needs to spend time 

helping students to catch up on missed lessons 

 raise awareness of the problem that lateness can cause for the student and teacher, particularly 

when a student misses the same class or subject on a regular basis or misses out on resource 

teaching due to poor punctuality.  

Despite the best efforts by parents, in some circumstances they may be unable to ensure that their child 

attends school. In such circumstances, the school will communicate with parents and notify and seek 

advice from relevant professionals, e.g. Educational Welfare Officer, National Educational Psychological 

Service (NEPS), regarding appropriate referrals for the student.  

It is important that the school and parents continue to communicate and support students in trying to 

engage/re-engage the student in school.  

At Sancta Maria unavoidable absences must be communicated through use of the pages provided in the 

student school diary.  We encourage full day attendance as signing in late or signing out early is very 

disruptive for the student both on academic achievement levels and on wider aspects of a students life.  

In the rare event that this is unavoidable every student must be signed in or out by a parent/guardian at 

reception.  We request that no students are signed out during last class.   

Thank you for your continued cooperation. 



Parents’ Association News 

A big thank you to our Parents Association and all 

volunteers on all the fundraising activities  - resulting 

in €10000 being donated to the funding of  the new 

school stage.   

Your work is very much appreciated.                

Thank You. 

Pictured are Breda Morahan and Ciara Canavan representing the Parents Association presenting 

the cheque to Pauline Moran and Marina Rice (Sancta Maria College). 

Transition year students taking part in the Pope John Paul II Awards,  invite you 

to attend their prayer service held in Louisburgh Church every Monday and 

Tuesday at 10am during term time.    

 

 

Have you any books at home that may be suitable for our school library? 

We welcome any donations of  books for use in our school library—if  you have 

some you would like to donate please just drop them into reception.  Thank you 

 

Sancta Maria College will close for mid term break on 
25th October. 

Enjoy the break everyone and we will see you all again 
on Monday 4th 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What time is supervision provided from at the start of  the day? 

Sancta Maria College provides supervision of  students from 8.30 am.  No responsibility is 

accepted for students arriving before that time.  Classes commence each day with tutor time at 

8.50 am. 

 

Should I take out personal accident for my son/daughter while at school? 

Pupil personal accident insurance provides cover in respect of  the medical and dental expenses 

resulting from an accident in school time regardless of  blame.  The cost for this insurance is 

included in the €90 voluntary contribution collected at the beginning of  the year.  

Is it too late to join now? 

No— the school is still accepting the voluntary contribution from students. 

Notices  


